It is not only Morell who is educated in the course of the play,
Marchbanks is helped to discover his own secret. In his opinion
" love is the first need of his nature, the first prayer of his heart."*
But as he had confided to Candida this had been denied to him
by his parents, brothers and sisters. After the death of his old
nurse, nobody cared for him. His was the Ugly Duckling story
at home and at school and the University, and he had to live without
comfort or welcome or refuge; always lonely and nearly always
disliked and misunderstood. Nature and books were his con-
solation. And at last he met Candida. Then what happens?
She begins to " manage him by engaging his affections." At
the outset this inspires in him a dog-like devotion for her and
some illusions about her. He obeys her implicitly and does the
domestic chores for her when asked by her to do so. He declares
to her husband," I love your wife," a pretty straight way of speaking
the truth! Coming to have a poor opinion of MorelPs fitness
to be the spiritual companion of Candida, he imagines ** that she
really belongs to him." He indulges in day-dreams of wandering
with her, away from the onions and scrubbing brushes on marble
floors, in chariots that fly into the midst of the stars. Put on his
honour and truth, Marchbanks confesses to a poet's love, which
finds its fulfilment by repetition of the mere name of his lady
love. The repetition acts as a prayer producing in Marchbanks
such happiness in which want is unknown. As a consequence
his contempt for Morell vanishes. He tells Morell:

Marchbanks.

Parson James* 1 love you because you haw
filled the heart of the woman f loved?

Though the poetry that Marchbanks speaks in the play is cheap
enough stuff, his love for her as a stage in the evolution of the
poet's soul is not unconvincing as a human fact. At one bound,
the poet who had been a mere realist becomes, in the words of
Shaw, "a god going back to his heaven, proud, unspeakably
contemptuous of the * happiness * he envied in the days of his
blindness, clearly seeing that he has higher business on hand than

1.    Ibid, p. 135. 2,b.

2.    Candida.
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